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A Ugandan Folktale Retold by Ned Jensen
lllustrated by Signe Nordin
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Long, long ago there were no zebras.
But there were a lot of donkeys.
The donkeys worked hard each and every day.
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The donkeys carried heavy bundles.
They carried the bundles for miles,
but they never felt appreciated for the work they did.
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The donkeys went to see a wise old man.
They told him their problem.
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Then suddenly the wise old man jumped up.
“I have an idea,” he said.
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The wise old man went off to find some paint,
and he returned in just a matter of minutes.
He had two pots of paint.

One pot was filled with white paint,

and the other was filled with black paint.
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When he was finished,

the donkeys did not look at all like donkeys.

“You no longer look like donkeys,” the wise old man said.
“Everyone will be fooled. I will call you something else.

I will call you zebras.”
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Soon other donkeys saw the zebras.

They asked the zebras where they came from.
When the zebras told the donkeys their secret,
the donkeys all rushed to see the wise old man.

‘oWrD SA9yUOp 2JoW pue alow ‘pIp ay SY
'sAayuop aJow pajured uew pjo aSIMm 3yl 05

‘papeald Aayr ‘001 ‘seigaz 01Ul SN ayeN,,

9l



The old man could not paint fast enough.

Soon the donkeys became impatient.
They began to Kick and stir about,
and they knocked over the paint pots.
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