
Name _________________________________________Date______________ 
 

Missing May 
By Cynthia Rylant 

 

 

Preview 
Read the description on the back of the book. Make a prediction (at least one 
paragraph) about what the story might be about after hearing the description.  Include at 
least 3 things you anticipate will happen in the story. 
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Predict 
Read all of Chapter 1. After you have read it, answer the questions about Chapter 1. 
Write a brief prediction for the next two chapters here.  
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Chapter 1 
1. Name any characters you’ve met so far.  List at least three character traits for 

each character. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Have you already identified with any of the characters? Which one, and  how? 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Who died?  What did Uncle Ob do after she died?  Why?  ______________ 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. What was the relationship between Aunt May and Uncle Ob like?  Do you know 

anyone with a relationship like this?  Describe.  __________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Who is telling this story?  How can you tell?  What person is it written in? 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. What happened to the narrator’s mother?  How do you know this?   

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1, continued 
 

7. How did the narrator end up living with Uncle Ob and Aunt May?  ____________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. Describe the place the narrator considers home.  _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
9. What is the importance of a whirligig?  What are they?  How do you think 

whirligigs will be symbolic in this story?  Who made them?  _________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. What was special about the whirligig named after Aunt May?  _______________ 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What’s the narrator’s name?  _________________________________________ 

 
12. How is the narrator being treated now that she’s with Uncle Ob and Aunt May, 

and how is this different from before she moved there?  ____________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
13. How are Uncle Ob and Aunt May spoiling her?  __________________________ 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 


