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LOUIS ARMSTRONG 
 

One of the poorer sections of  New Orleans welcomed Louis 
Armstrong to t he world on A ugust 4, 1901. He was a hard-
working child who tried to help support his mother and sister by 
doing any job he could find. He sold newspapers, unloaded 
boats, and sold coal from a car t. Often he would si ng on street 
corners for coins. When he wa s seven ye ars old, he som ehow 
managed to buy his first musical instrument, a cornet.  

At the age of twelve, Louis was sent to the Jones Home for Colored Waifs becaus e 
he had fired a pistol on New Year’s Eve.  It was at the home where Louis woul d 
receive his first formal musical training.  He later played in the Home’s band. After 
his release, he was able to support  him self as a m usician by playi ng in various 
bands and with hi s mentor, Joe “King” O liver. Oliver and a few other musicians  
were creating a new type of music: jazz. 

In t he early 1920s Louis Arm strong left New Orleans for Chi cago to play wit h 
“King” Oliver. He later m oved on to New York where he im provised many new 
trumpet solos that wowed audiences. Some  said Louis Arm strong used his horn 
like a singer’s voice, and his voice like a m usical instrument. In 1929, he returned 
to New York where he performed in Harl em and made his first jazz recordings. 
Jazz had turned int o a worldwide phenomenon and Louis Armstrong was the 
leader. By the late 1930s, Loui s was one of  the most si gnificant artists in m usic. 
His indivi dual style influenced the big band sound and “swing”  mu sic. He  w as 
often labeled the “greatest of all jazz musicians”. 

As World War II and then the Cold War raged on, Louis Arm strong became 
known as “Am bassador Satch”. He sp read good will for America around the 
world. The state departm ent sponsored many tours, which m ade Louis Arm strong 
into an international celebrity. His death on July 6, 1971 wa s front page news 
around the globe. More than 25,000 mourners filed past his coffin at the New York 
National Guard Armory. 

Louis Arm strong i s well known for his rendition of “It’s a Wonderful  Worl d” 
which he recorded in 1970.  He gave a spoken introduct ion that sum s up his 
philosophy for life, “And all I’m  saying is see what a wonderful world i t would be 
if only we would give it a chance.” 
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Multiple Choice Questions about Louis Armstrong 
 
1. How did the young Louis earn coins to support his mother and sister? 
 

a. singing on street corners 
b. washing cars 
c. helping his mother clean 
d. playing the horn 

 

2.  What instrument did Louis buy for himself at the age of seven? 
 

a. trumpet 
b. saxophone 
c. cornet 
d. tuba 

 

3.  At what age was Louis sent to a boy’s home for firing off a pistol? 
 

a. 12 
b. 7 
c. 9 
d. 15 

 

4.  What new type of music did Louis Armstrong enjoy playing? 
 

a. classical 
b. jazz 
c. rock 
d. piano 

 

5.  Which city did Louis Armstrong go to after leaving New Orleans? 
 

a. Chicago 
b. New York 
c. Trenton 
d. Boston 

 

6.  What was one of his nicknames during the War years? 
 

a. Ambassador King 
b. Ambassador Oliver 
c. Ambassador Armstrong 
d. Ambassador Satch 
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Louis Armstrong 
Multiple Choice Questions/Answer Key 
 

1. A 
2. C 
3. A 
4. B 
5. A 
6. D 


